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To advance scientific 
discovery through 
visionary philanthropy.

Our Mission
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WHO WE ARE
About Us

The Science Philanthropy Alliance is the world’s 
first and longest-standing organization dedicated 
to advising philanthropists on giving to discovery 
science. 

Founded in 2014 by six forward-looking funders, the 
Alliance has grown into a vibrant nonpartisan network of 
50 member organizations and a global community of 
funders, scientists, and advisors committed to advancing 
discovery for the benefit of humanity. 
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Brown Science 
Foundation

Sergey Brin 
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Anonymous (3)
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BREAKTHROUGHS BEGIN 
WITH DISCOVERY

Why Discovery Science?

Discovery science asks fundamental questions 
about how our world works and enables 
breakthroughs that transform our health, 
technology, and lives.
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Personalized guidance to help funders 
clarify their vision and turn it into 
meaningful action.

GUIDANCE

Rigorous research and broad sector 
knowledge to help donors cut through 
complexity and answer key questions.

ANALYSIS 

OUR ADVISORY SERVICES
What We Do

Actionable strategies that help donors 
determine not just what to fund, but 
how. 

STRATEGY

A unique network of science experts, 
institutions, and funders to help donors 
bring their vision to life.

CONNECTION
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FOSTERING A COMMUNITY OF 
SCIENCE PHILANTHROPISTS

Alliance Membership
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SHAPING THE FUTURE OF 
DISCOVERY SCIENCE

Field Leadership



Access the interactive report at: indicators.sciphil.org

http://indicators.sciphil.org/


A Collaboration between the Science Philanthropy Alliance and
the UC San Diego Frontiers in Science & Innovation Program

President

Explorative Science Foundation

Strategy Director

Science Philanthropy Alliance

Former President and CEO

The Kavli Foundation

President

Science Philanthropy Alliance



Key Findings

The federal government is the largest research funder at 
universities and nonprofits, totaling $63.6B (50%) in 2024.

Estimated philanthropic support for R&D expenditures is $27.0B 
(21%), with $18.3B in current and $8.8B in legacy philanthropy.

Universities self-funded an additional $21.2B (17%) through other 
non-philanthropic revenue sources.

We project federal funding at universities and nonprofits to be 
$59.9B in 2025 and $60.4B in 2026. If the 2027 President’s 
Budget were enacted, federal funding would further drop by 23%.



Most science R&D expenditures (74%) at universities are for 
the life sciences, totaling $66.8B in 2024.

An additional $19.3B is for engineering R&D at universities.

The fields that have grown the most are computer sciences, 
life sciences, social sciences, and mathematics and statistics.

The federal government supports 25% of doctoral students 
and nearly 50% of postdocs in science and engineering.

Across all science and engineering fields, 46% of graduate 
students and 58% of postdocs in the U.S. are international. 

Key Findings



California, New York, and Texas have the most university R&D and 
graduate students and postdocs in science & engineering.

China surpassed the U.S. in 2024 in terms of the most R&D 
expenditures (adjusted for purchasing power parity).

The U.S. ranks first in terms of R&D performed by the higher 
education sector and R&D funded by government and by higher 
education and nonprofits, which includes philanthropy.

Switzerland has the most basic research expenditures as a 
percentage of GDP, followed by Korea, Austria, and Denmark. 

Key Findings















Live Demo and Questions

SCIPHIL.ORG

SCIENCE PHILANTHROPY ALLIANCE

@SCIPHILORG

INFO@SCIPHIL.ORG

Access the interactive report at: indicators.sciphil.org

http://indicators.sciphil.org/

